
Keeping the Media Up and Running…. 
Earthquake Mitigation for the Media 

The print and electronic media must be proactive to protect their employees, their 
equipment and their ability to continue news coverage following an earthquake. Emergency 
Managers will be relying heavily on local media to get the lifesaving and recovery information to 
local citizens. Will your newsroom function after an earthquake or will you be a casualty? 

 
General Newsroom Mitigation Tips 

• Emergency generators should be installed, operational, and to a pad. Fuel tanks for 
generators should be strapped to the ground. Fuel lines should be secured with flexible 
sections installed where appropriate.  

• Printing presses and/or transmission towers should be bolted to the foundations.   
• If emergency generators operate on natural gas, provisions should be made for propane 

backup in the event natural gas lines are cut.  
• Flexible sections of conduit should be installed to critical equipment like computers, and 

telephone lines.  
• Cubicles should be bolted to the floor and file cabinets should be braced to walls. 
• Lighting fixtures and ceiling tiles should be secured to keep employees safe from falling 

objects.   
• Computers should be secured to desks with bungee cords or Velcro. 
  

Specific Mitigation Tips for Electronic Media 
The Missouri Broadcasters Association contacted Dave Obergoenner, Director of 

Engineering for the Zimmer Radio Group in Cape Girardeau on ways to save electronic 
equipment.  Obergoenner suggests the following minimum items:  

• Transmitters and equipment racks should be securely bolted to floors.  
• Coax cables, which are strung overhead, should be secured.  
• Overhead studio lights should be secured.  
• Smaller items like computers and some studio equipment can be secured with Velcro.  
• All electrical panels should be secured.  
• Bases of STL towers should be reinforced with extra concrete. STL dishes should have 

extra side-arms installed to prevent twisting.  
 

 Another electronic media expert is Richard Rudman of the California Broadcasters 
Association. He wrote a chapter on disaster planning and mitigation for broadcast facilities in the 
NAB Engineering Handbook. He also wrote two chapters in texts published by CRC Press. One 
is the Electronics Engineering Handbook and is written to cover general communications 
facilities, including broadcasting applications. You may contact Richard Rudman at 213-447-
5392 or sending E-mail to rar01@earthlink.net 
 


